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By preliminary amendment filed April 5, 2005, claims 1-9 remain pending. 
The substitute specification filed April 5, 2005 has been entered. 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as being anticipated by Lieser. 

The patent to Lieser discloses, in figures 1 and 2, a "backflow prevention device, 
comprising a mounting housing (10) that can be inserted into a fluid conduit (read at 
21), and having at least one sealing ring (25) that is held in an annular groove (24) 
provided on an outer circumference of the mounting housing (10) and that provides a 
seal between th'e mounting housing (10) and the fluid conduit (21), wherein when the 
backflow prevention device is closed and a fluid volume is sealed at a flow outlet side 
(at B), the sealing ring (25) can be moved against a restoring force (the resiliency of the 
material of the seal itself) from a sealing position into a leakage position in order to 
compensate pressure" as recited in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 2, in Lieser, "the restoring force of at least one rubber-like 
elastic restoring element (e.g. the remainder of the seal element 25) acts on the sealing 
ring (25)" as recited. 

Regarding claim 3, in Lieser, "at least one restoring element (the remainder of 
the seal element 25) has an annular construction" as recited. 
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Regarding claim 4, in Lieser, "the sealing ring (25) and the at least one restoring 
element (the remainder of the seal ring 25) are connected with one another in one piece 
to form a sealing and restoring unit" as recited. 

Regarding claim 5, in Lieser, "in the annular groove (24) an annular guide 
segment (read on the right side lower half moon segment of the groove 24), 
encompassed by the sealing ring (25), is provided that tapers against an inflow direction 
(e.g. tapers inwardly in the direction towards the inlet at A) of the backflow prevention 
device" as recited. 

Regarding claim 6, in Lieser, "the restoring element (the remainder of the seal 
25) is supported on a radial wall (the radial wall portion of groove 24 on the inlet 1 1 
side) located at a flow inlet side of the annular groove (24)" as recited. 

Regarding claim 7, in Lieser, "the sealing ring (25) can be moved from the 
sealing position into the leakage position by a backflow that acts thereon" as recited. 

Regarding claim 8, in Lieser, "at least one pressure compensation channel (23) is 
provided that connects an area of the groove (24) situated before the leakage position 
in the inflow direction to a flow inlet side (leading directly to ball check valve head 13) of 
the backflow prevention device" as recited. 

Regarding claim 9, in Lieser, "the at least one pressure compensation channel 
(23) is fashioned as a slit or similar opening of the radial wall at the flow inlet side" as 
recited. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Rivell whose telephone number is (571) 272-4918. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. from 6:30am-5:00pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Keasel can be reached on (571 ) 272-4929. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-WOOyT) r\ , /fj 



/John Rivell 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3753 
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